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After a few days Yudhishthira went to the Kurukshetra
again where his grand-uncle Bhishma was lying on a
bed of arrows waiting for the auspicious beginning of
the Uttarayana. Hundreds of Brahmin sages and
princes, including Krishna, accompanied him. Having
bowed to him in due form and inquired after his health,
Yudhishthira asked Bhishma to teach him the duties of
kings, of persons placed in difficulties and of those who
had given up the world. The Shanti-parva and the
Anushasana-parva, wherein are given the answers given
by Bhishma to the questions put by Yudhishthira, are
a mine of information regarding the state of society and
of religion and philosophy as it then existed. Bhishma
having answered all his questions and satisfied all
his doubts dismissed him advising him to forget his
grief for the past and to enjoy the fruit of the hard
fought contest. The ancient sage warrior called
Yudhishthira again when the favourable moment arrived
and gave up his soul in peace in the contemplation of
God, and his -obsequies were duly performed by the
survivors.
Yudhishthira now thought of performing* an Ashwa-
medha or horse-sacrifice for his purification from sin.
But where was the money to come from ? He could
not lay the princes of India under contribution^ for they
had already suffered much. He was advised by Vyasa
to go to the Himalayas where untold wealth was lying
from the time of the sacrifice performed by Marutta.
Accordingly the brothers went on an expedition to the
Himalayas where having sacrificed to God Shiva they
found what they had come for.